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Arts All Around...

Enjoy + Buy Local

The arts are everywhere! Arts bring joy, fun, and inspiration. Appreciating

art can bring light and a new quality to our surroundings.

Don't let winter stop you! There is more art in your hometown than you thought possible. Explore close to home or farther
afield during the Five Rivers Arts Alliance 's 10th Annual Arts Downtown and All Around weekend. December 7-9, visit
more than 50 sites in Bath, Brunswick, Topsham, Richmond, Bowdoinham, Harpswell, Arrowsic and beyond. For details,

visit fiveriversartsalliance.com or call 798-6964.

It all started with Bert the duck—that is if you can start a sheep farm with a
duck. In the case of Kelly Corbett, that duck, plus a childhood dream and a
passion for animals is what started Romney Ridge Farm in Woolwich. Kelly
grew up on the Great Wass Island off of Jonesport, Maine. Day trips with her
family to neighboring Nash and Roque Islands, where sheep roamed, instilled

in her the dream to one day have a flock of her own. That chance came 8

years ago when a call came from her brother. He had heard that an older ram on a
nearby island, no longer wanted by his owner, was soon to be put down. Kelly’s immediate
reaction was “bring him but give me a week to get a fence up”. That she did and Rodney the

Romney ram became the first member of the farm (besides Bert the duck). | >>

heritage highlights

Friends of Merrymeeting Bay Speaker Series | Dec-Feb 2008 |
Second Wed of the month at 7pm. Dec 12: “America's Answer to Energy
Independence: Endless War for Oil,” Bruce Gagnon, Curtis Library, Brunswick.
Jan 9: “End of Compromise: Martin Luther King and the Future of Activism,” Rob
Shetterly, Cram Alumni House, Bowdoin College. Feb 13: “Environment;
Advocacy Through the Arts,” Jamie Silvestri, Curtis Library, Brunswick.

Legacy of Ships Free Open House Weekend: | 1/26-27 | Maine Mari-
time invites the boat and shipbuilding community with a weekend of free admis-
sion. Model making, ship rigging and steam bending demonstrations. Watch
South Bristol Discovery Boat builders-all 8th graders-work on their skiffs. 243
Washington St, Bath. FMI: 443-1316, www.mainemaritimemuseum.org

Longfellow Days 2008 | Events through February | This year’s theme is
Longfellow and the Network to Freedom, emphasizing Longfellow's support for
the abolitionist movement, links to Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Brunswick's
African-American heritage. Sunday poetry readings at Curtis Library; Uncle
Tom’s Cabin Feb 2 & 9 at 11am at Eveningstar Cinema. Lectures by authors of

| >> Dragon Cement (detail) by Mary Alice Treworgy.

| >> Unfortunately Rodney was ill and
did not survive long but he gave Kelly
the confidence and determination she
needed. After Rodney, she began to
grow her flock and flush out her
dream.

The current flock at Romney Ridge is a
diverse group of crosses and pure breeds
all of which have been picked for their
differing fleece. Each February, Jeff
Burchstead comes from Wiscasset to
sheer the flock. Kelly spins some of the
raw fleece herself, but sends most of it to
Green Mountain Spinnery in Vermont.
Kelly treats the resulting yarn with
Cushing Dyes from Kennebunkport and
sells it from her small shop--a trans-
formed pony shed--which she opened on
the property a year ago. The small interior
glows from the array of colored skeins
stacked neatly inside. There are also
finished products including felted wool
pillows, mittens, bags, and other beautiful
items made by local artisans. The shop is
doing well, but Kelly gives priority to
the experience over the purchase: “I
don’t care about the profit as long as |
can keep doing this. | love this life. |
love sharing it with people”.

It is clear that her fondness for her sheep
goes beyond her appreciation of their fine
fleece; she calls her time with the sheep
“fiber therapy”. Walking around the farm
she introduces them all by name, and
breed—Vespa, Laverne and Shirley, Judy,
Millie, Martha, Gromet...“I’m not a real
farmer; they all have names!” Other
members of the farm include Romeo the
goat (their “Wal-Mart greeter”), three
dogs, 2 rabbits and a rescued pony,

Ladybug. Big Mouth the duck shares
space with several other fowl including
Loudmouth (recovering from surgery on
his leg) and Pumpkin, who was aban-
doned in the neighboring pond last
Halloween.

Aside from the farm, Kelly’s life has
fallen into place in a way that seems to
surprise even her. This summer, when
looking for a part time job, she was
offered a position with her vet. This
position has enriched her farm knowledge
as well as allowing her to continue to run
her shop and care for her three children.
Recently Kelly was also chosen to take
part in a series of business classes held by
Women, Work and Community. “Mama
Class” is now blocked in on the family
calendar on the refrigerator, on the
Tuesdays that she travels to Augusta.
Days are certainly busy, but Kelly and her
family have found a balance and a quality
of life to be admired.

Kelly created her own website, www.
romneyridgefarm.com, complete with a
blog which pulls you in to the seasonal
happenings on the farm. But in order to
really experience fully the magic of
Romney Ridge, you need to go there,
which is what Kelly wants you to do. It
is also the only place where Kelly’s yarns
are for sale. The shop is closed Monday
and Tuesday, open Wednesday through
Friday, 2-6pm and on weekends, 11am-
4pm but call first.

| Interviewer Liz McGhee is the Director of
Spindleworks, which is a program of the Indepen-
dence Association of Brunswick.
www.spindleworks.org

For more information visit www.fiveriversartsalliance.org

Maine’s Visible Black History on Feb 23, Curtis Library. Dramatic reading Feb 27
at 12:15 at Curtis Library. And much more! www.brunswickdowntown.com

/longfellow-days.aspx

Winter sports and outdoor activities | As you grandma’s proverb goes;
“There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing.” So bundle up! Snow-
shoeing, X-C skiing, and just shuffling along the streets admiring the lights and
snow. Nature preserves and trails at healthymainewalks.com. Ice skating: the
Mall in downtown Brunswick and Goddard’s Pond on High St. in Bath. Smelt
Fishing: maine.gov/dmr/recreational/smeltcamps/index.htm.

Fiber Friday | Visit Maine Fiberarts on the first Friday of each month, 10am-
noon, for Fiber Friday, an informal gathering of stitchers. Bring your handwork,
inspirational exhibit catalogs, good books, or news to share and work on your
own projects within a group. All welcome! Free. 13 Main St, Topsham 721-0678.
Also Spinning and Knitting Group meets at Wolfe's Neck Farm. December 9,
1-4pm, with additional Sunday dates to be determined throughout winter. Wolfes
Neck Farm, 184 Burnett Road, Freeport. Call for dates: Kathy Cole 865-3605.

wolfesneckfarm.org. Free.
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